
August 2010 

Back to School  

Our mission is to partner with families to: lead children to salvation and spiritual 
growth by teaching God’s Word, provide a sense of community to our children to which 
they know they belong, and provide opportunities for children and families to serve. 

 Dates to Remember 

August 7 (5 p.m.) —Route 54 Pool Party (at the Lowery’s) 

August 8 —Promotion Sunday 

August 18 (6 p.m.) —Wednesday Night Activities Kick Off 

August 24 (7 p.m.) —Ladies’ Night Out 

September 12 (after worship) —Children’s Ministry Team Meeting 

September 19 —Praise Kids sing at worship 

We are very excited to announce 
our permanent Parent Library 
in Room 110.  This will be filled 
with resources for families and 
children.  If  you have any Christian 
parenting resources or children’s 
books, cds or dvds, we would 
appreciate any donations. 

Look for our “grand opening” 
soon. 

 

St. James UMC Children’s Newsletter 

Celebrating in the 

Children’s Ministry! 

Helping Hands for Haiti 

On May 9, we invited the church to 

join us in helping Haiti by donating 

items or money for health kits and 

cleaning buckets to be distributed by 

UMCOR.  Our goal was to collect 150 

combined kits.  With God’s help, we 

exceeded our goal and sent 354 kits! 

Thanks to all of you who donated 

items or money and helped 

assemble and ship the kits.  You are 

a blessing! 

Playground Mulch 

Thanks to all who contributed to 

the purchase of new mulch for the 

playground. The playground looks 

great and is much safer for our 

children. 

Questions about the Children’s Ministry?   

Contact Heather Julian at 706-548-1680, ext. 17 or hjulian@sjumc.org.  

We welcome  our new Pre-k4 children and parents.  

We are so excited that you are a part of the 

Childrenõs Ministry and are honored to partner 

with you in raising children who love Jesus.  The 

Nursery Ministry has laid the foundation that God 

made us, He loves us and that Jesus wants to be 

our forever friend.  Our Pre-k4 children will 

continue to look at each of these truths more in-

depth in a fun environment.  We will provide 

opportunities for your children to know Jesus, 

connect with others and serve others.  Please let 

me know if you have any questions or concerns 

about the Childrenõs Ministry.  
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Knowing Jesus 

Sunday School at 9:40  Promotion Sunday will be August 8.  All children, except  our rising Pre-k4 

children, should be dropped off in their new class.  The new Pre-k4 children should be dropped off in the 

3-year old class and will parade over to their new classroom (Room 120). 

What happens for our children when we combine the strength of 2 powerful influences? 

Love of the family  + Light of the church  = Greater impact in the lives of our children  

We will continue to use First Look (for pre-k4 and younger) and 252 Basics (for Kindergartenñ5th grade) 
curriculum for our Nursery and Childrenõs Sunday School classes. By combining 2 important influences (the home 
and the church), we can make a greater impact on the spiritual growth and development of our children than 
either could do alone.    We are so thankful for the faithful adult and youth leaders who have committed to 
teaching for the 2010-2011 school year.  There are still opportunities to teach in our 
nursery and children¡s classes. 

 

August Memory Verses and Themes ðThe children are encouraged to learn the monthly verse by 

practicing at church and home.  We encourage them to not only learn the verse, but understand itôs 

meaning.  Once the verse is memorized, they will receive a prize by reciting it to their Sunday School 

teacher or Miss Heather.   

Pre - k4  

ñGod is with you wherever you go.ò  Joshua 1:9, NLT 

Kindergarten - 5th Grade  

Virtue - Peace: proving that you care more about others than winning an argument  

ñSo let us do all that we can to live in peace. And let us work hard to build each other up.ò  Romans 14:19, NIrV 

Families of Kindergarten-5th Graders: The Family Virtue Packs will be discontinued after July but will be replaced by a CUE 

Box in September.  Look for this updated family resource in September. 
 

Sunday school classrooms 

Pre-k 4 - Room 120   Kindergarten - Room 119  1st grade - Room 117 
2nd grade - Room 115  3rd grade - Room 113  Route 54 - Room 112 
 

Childrenôs Church at 11:00 

Children are able to participate in worship at 11 oõclock through praise in music and corporate prayer.  In past 
worship services, we have been dismissed for Childrenõs Church after the offering. . .but this will be changing (at 
least for the month of August).  Following our time in prayer, children pre -k4 through 2nd grade are 
dismissed for age-appropriate Bible teaching and activities.  Since the children will be missing the offering in the 
Sanctuary, we will have an offering during  Childrenõs Church.  If you would like your child to participate, 
please send them with some money for the offering. (The children will return to the Sanctuary for Communion on 
the 1st Sunday of the month.) 

4th and 5th graders have the opportunity to serve as helpers during Childrenõs Church if they have asked to be 
involved that Sunday. 

Knowing . . .Connecting   . . .Serving  in the Childrenõs Ministry  
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Serving Others 

August - Help restock the Resource Room at St. James 

As your family is shopping for school supplies, help us to restock some commonly used supplies for 

the Resource Room.  We’d love to have more glue sticks & washable markers. Thanks! 
 

Places for adults to Serve: 

§ Be a storyteller for the Kindergarten—3rd grade story time. A fun pre-scripted story is provided for you (no 

need to memorize, just be familiar with the script) to share an important Bible message each week.  If you 

want to see what it’s like, we invite you to observe one of our seasoned storytellers to see what it’s all about.  

(Commitment time: 1 Sunday) 

§ We have several great photographers who take pictures of our Children’s Ministry events, but we would love 

to have help arranging these pictures on a poster board to display in the hall.   

§ Paint a room.  The Pre-k4 and 2nd grade rooms still need painting to complete the Children’s Hall.  We’d love 

your help to continue to “brighten” this area.  Paint will be provided for you. 

§ Serve by teaching.  Opportunities available during Sunday School at 9:40 (openings in newborns—1st grade 

classes) and Wednesday Nights at 6 p.m. (openings in pre-k/kindergarten class). 

§ Help us set up the Parent Library. 

§ Do you like to write?  We need someone to write a summary of our Helping Hands for Haiti to submit to the 

Wesley Advocate (the North Georgia Methodist newspaper). 

Connecting with Others  

There will be a pool party for the Route 54 class and leaders at the home of the Loweryõs (765 

Tallassee Rd, Athens) on August 7 from 5ñ7.  This will be a time for our rising 5th graders to welcome 

our rising 4th graders and to get to know our new (and returning) leaders.  We will grill out hotdogs.  

Bring your favorite snack or side dish to share. 

Join us for our next Ladiesõ Night Out on August 24 at 7 p.m.  Look for more information soon. 

Knowing Jesus (cont.) 

Join us as we kick off Wednesday Night Activities on August 18. 

Wednesday Night Fellowship Meal (5:15 p.m.) ðReservations should be made by Tuesday at noon each week. 

Wednesday Night Activities (6 p.m.) ðWednesday night classes (for adults and children) will begin at 

6 p.m.  and finish at 7:25.  

 *New this year:  all children will be dropped off and picked up in the same room, Room 120.  

    *Our Pre -k and Kindergarten class will be taught biblical lessons through stories, games, music 

 and play. (We still need another teacher for this class. )  

    *Our 1st -5th grade classes will be led in music each week with Mr. Bill to prepare for another 

 mini -musical, as well as to help lead worship on selected Sunday mornings.  Carrie Chittom and 

 Juli Wisotsky have committed to teaching Answers for Kids during the other "half" of 

 Wednesday nights.  This class will continue to strengthen the biblical foundations of children's 

 lives and help give them a solid understanding of biblical history.    



Our 4th and 5th grade Sunday School class is called Route 54.  The room and 

atmosphere have been designed to be a step between the rest of the Childrenõs 

Ministry and the Youth Ministry.  Music, snacks, wall paint, seating arrangements 

and youth small group leaders are just of the few elements that  make this class 

unique.  The curriculum will remain the same as the Kindergartenñ3rd grade 

classes (252 Basics) to make it easier for parents with several children in 

elementary school to discuss the lesson at Sunday lunch and throughout the rest of the week.   

Join us for our first connecting event. . .a  pool party for the Route 54 class and 

leaders at the Loweryõs (765 Tallassee Rd) on Saturday, August 7 

from 5 ñ7 .  Bring your favorite snack and we will provide hotdogs and drinks.  We hope you 

will join us. 

4th and 5th graders have the opportunity to serve as helpers during Childrenõs Church at 11:00 if 

they have asked to be involved that Sunday. 

How can I find out what’s going on in the Children’s Ministry? 

In the Children’s Ministry, we want to effectively communicate with our families about what takes place each week 

in the ministry and about special events.  Here are some of the ways that you can receive updates: 

Ý The  Children’s Ministry Newsletter (every 2 months or so): These newsletters are mailed to every family in the 

Children’s Ministry & posted on the St. James website (www.sjumc.org).  These are also posted in the 

Children’s Ministry Hallways. 

Ý Weekly e-mails with updated information are sent out.  If you are not receiving these, please send an e-mail to 

hjulian@sjumc.org so that you can be added to the e-mail list. 

Ý All events are posted on the calendar of the church website. 
 

If you have any questions about the Children’s Ministry, I’d love to hear from you.  Just call me at the church (706-

548-1680) or send me an e-mail. Thanks! 

Would you like to be involved in the planning 
of Children’s Ministry events?  We’d love to 
have you join us for our next Children’s 
Ministry Team meeting.  Join us on September 
12 after the 11 o’clock worship service.  We’ll 
begin making plans for Trunk or Treat and a 
Christmas Event. 

Check out What½s In the Bible?, a new series by Phil 

Vischer, creator of Veggie Tales.  This is a fun DVD 

series that teaches some serious biblical knowledge.  
Let me know if you would like to borrow the church’s 

copy of episode 1, 2 or 3. 

During the month of August, there will be more information on some great tools to help the 

St. James family connect.  Look for details about a new church directory and a great 

interactive database, Church Community Builder. 

Also, Community Groups will restart in the fall.  Look for information in the Focus to find out 

how you can be involved. 
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